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Elkhart’s new water tower may
help guide the city’s growth as
well as change its skyline.
City Clerk Julie Unger said

officials began considering the
feasibility of a new water tower
shortly after Andrew Cory was
elected mayor in January 2006.
Cory said the project was just a

thought back then but new devel-
opment has impressed upon the
city the need for the tower.
The new structure, which is

on the city’s west side near the
old tower, was installed in early
September and could be finished
this fall.
“How far the development could

go hinged upon how big the water
tower was. Frommy understand-
ing, the water tower already there
could take care of a development
up to the street where it’s built
now, but to go farther we would
need to replace the water tower,”
he said.
Unger said the water manage-

ment company in charge of the
tower had recorded heavy-usage
days where the city’s water capac-
ity was close to maxing out.
“The public never noticed any-

thing, but it was something that
the water operator kept an eye on
and tracked,” Unger said.
Thorpe Water Development

of Ankeny oversees Elkhart’s
water tower. Company owner
Tom Thorpe said they like to

�������� ���� �

��� ����� ���� ����� ���
������ ���� ��� ����� ����
������ ���������� ���� ���
���� �� ���� ��� �������
��� ��������� ���������

���� �������������� �� ��� ��������

� ��� ����� ����� �� ��������
��������� �������� ������������
������� �� ����� ��������� ���
������ �� ������� ���� �����

������� ��� ������ �� ��� ��� ������

������ ����������� ������ ��������� ������� ���
���������� ��� ��� �������� �� �������� ��� ���
������ ��� ������ ���������� ����� ����� ��� ���
������ ��������� ����� ���� ����� ������ ��� ����
������� �� ������ ��� ���� ��� ����� ����� ��
���� ��� ������� ������� �������� ���� �� � ����
�������� �������������� �������� ������������
��������� ���������� �� ���� ���� ��� �������� ���
������ � ���� ��������� ���� ������ ������� ������
��� ������� ��� ��������� �� ����� �� ����� ������
�� ������ ���� ������ ��� ����� ������ �� ������
����� �� ��� ���� �������� �������� ������

�������� �������� ��� ������ ��� ������ ��������� �������� ����� �������� ����� ����� ��� ������� ����� �� ������ ���� ��������� �� ������
������ �� � ����� ��� �������� ����������� ���� ����� ��� ���� ��������� ��� �����

��� ��������� ��� ��������

���� ������� ������ ��� ������ ������
�� �����������
����������������

A plan that could significantly alter
Uptown Ankeny is nearing comple-
tion, the city’s top planning official
said Monday.
Among other things, the Uptown

Neighborhood Plan would establish
guidelines as to how the city would
sell off some of its properties there,
including the old fire station, water
plant and street shop, as well as the

existing police station once the new
one is completed.
City officials have said they don’t

want to sell the properties to just
anyone. They would prefer they go
to an owner who would use it for a
kind of business that would increase
the vitality of Uptown Ankeny.
“That’s why my hope continues to

be,” that the city will carry through
with that vision, said Kevin Har-
rington, president of the Uptown

Ankeny Association.
The plan establishing the city’s

selling guidelines should be ready
for the association’s review by No-
vember, said Planning and Building
Director John Peterson.
“What I’d like to do is produce

a document with options for what
that area could be,” he said at a
joint planning session of the Plan
and Zoning Commission and the
City Council.

A finalized plan could reach the
commissioners in December and
the council members by January,
he said.
“That’s the game plan,” Peterson

said by phone Tuesday, noting that
much of the work was done but that
it needed to be put in the form of a
report.
Uptown Ankeny is roughly defined
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